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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PGOV, ET 

SUB J : KEBELE LEADERS PUBLICLY EXECUTED 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 1847, B. ADDIS ABABA 1875 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . APR 3 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED PUBLIC EXECUTION OF URBAN 
DWELLERS' ASSOCIATION (KEBELE) CHAIRMAN AND HIS FIVE ACCOMPLICES. 
AFTER KEBELE HAD TAKEN "REVOLUTIONARY MEASURES" AGAINST BERHANENA 
SELAM PRINTING PRESS WORKERS EVENING MAR 23 (REFTEL A), AND HAD 
"EXPOSED" WORKERS AT MINISTRY OF EDUCTION FOLLOWING DAY, PUBLIC 
OUTCRY APPEARS TO HAVE PRODDED PMAC TO TAKE STRONG ACTIONS AGAINST 
KEBELE REPONSIBLE FOR KILLING PRINTING PRESS WORKERS. PMAC ANNOUNCED 
IN MAJOR STATEMENT KEBELE 07 CHAIRMAN AND HIS ACCOMPLICES FOUND 
GUILTY BY SPECIAL GENERAL COURTS-MARTIAL FOR INHUMAN MURDERS OF 

24 PERSONS AND BEATING OF SIX OTHERS. CRIMINALS SUBSEQUENTLY 
EXECUTED IN PUBLIC, MORNING APR 2. 

2. ATO GIRMAN KEBEDE, KEBELE 07 CHAIRMAN, ALLEGEDLY GRADUATE 

OF ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY REPORTEDLY HAD BEGUN TO TAKE LAW INTO 
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OWN HANDS. GIRMA AND FIVE OTHERS HAD BEEN ARRESTED BY PMAC EIGHT 
DAYS BEFORE EXECUTION AND REPORTEDLY INVESTIGATED THOROUGHLY. 

PMAC STATEMENTQUOTED CHAIRMAN MAO’S EXPLANATION FOR DEATH SEN- 
TENCE OF SOME COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES IN CHINA: "IF WE HAD NOT DONE 
SO, THE MASSES WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LIFT THEIR HEADS." 

PMAC STATEMENT NOTED GIRMA SON OF KEGNAZMATCH KEBEDE YIMER, 

WHOSE INTERESTS ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY REVOLUTION. GIRMA S 
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ACCOMPLICES "EXPOSED" IN SIMILAR MANNER. 

3. COMMENT: PUBLIC INDIGNATION ABOUT EXCESSES OF SOME KEBELES 
IN GENERAL AND KEBELE 07 IN PARTICULAR, APPEARS TO HAVE FOUND 
SYMPATHETIC EAR WITHIN PMAC. SINCE PMAC ANNOUNCED "ADJUST- 
MENTS" IN HOUSE-TO-HOUSE SEARCH CAMPAIGN AND EXECUTION OF KEBELE 07 
LEADERS, LEVEL OF GUNFIRE HEARD IN ADDIS DURING NIGHT HAS 
DIMINISHED TO ALMOST NIL AND EXISTENCE OF IMPROMPTU KEBLE 
ROADBLOCKS HAS SIMILARLY DECREASED. 
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